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Analysis of the Gospel of Matthew and Luke 2023 

INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTITYAHU (MATTHEW) 

THE FOLLOWING CONTENT IS ADAPTED FROM THE COMPLETE JEWISH STUDY BIBLE, HOLMAN’S KING JAMES 

VERSION STUDY BIBLE, AND THE NASB – THOMPSON CHAIN REFERENCE STUDY BIBLE 

 

 

The Gospel of Matthew is fitting to be the first book of the New Testament because of its strong 

Jewish perspective that connects the Old Testament to the New as a way to show that Jesus 

Christ truly is the promised Messiah of the Old Covenant 

Written between 58 and 68 CE, the Gospel of Matthew opens with the genealogy of the Savior – 

Jesus Christ (Yeshua). It is also a smooth transition between the Old Testament and the New 

Testament. According to the Complete Jewish Study Bible the Gospel of Matthew is written 

from a deeply informed Jewish perspective, it draws heavily on the Hebrew Scriptures and on 

first century Jewish Customs and thought to portray Yeshua as the promised Messiah. And 

that the purpose of the Gospel of Matthew is to provide a threefold mission for a Jewish audience 

that is united in his presentation of Yeshua the Messiah as Immanu El, “God is with us,” 

fulfilling the promises and teachings of the Tanakh (Old Testament): 

1. It is didactic, emphasizing Jesus as teacher and directed primarily to his Jewish followers. 

Such teachings of the Savior end with the statement of when He had finished speaking 

these things (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). These five divisions reflect the five books of 

Moses (Pentateuch), indicating Christ as a teacher, who like Moses, lives to Law 

(Torah) and shows others how to also.  

2. It is apologetic, presenting Jesus Christ to the wider Jewish community as the fulfillment 

of the Messianic hope rooted in the Torah and Nevi’im (Prophets). More than the authors 

of the other Gospels, Matthew draws upon the Tanakh (Old Testament) and employs 

Mosaic imagery (plus some reflections of Daniel in the closing chapters). The apologetic 

emphasis encourages Jesus’ followers (Disciples) to strengthen their faith amid mounting 

tension with the wider Jewish community. 

3. It is polemic, countering the Jewish majority and authorities’ rejection of Jesus. 

Throughout the ages, misunderstanding of this aspect of Matthew has led to tragic abuse 

of the book to vilify the Jewish people. However, if we understand Matthew as written 

for and among the Jewish people, then we read its criticisms of various Jewish parties not 

as fuel for antisemitism but as a sort of internal debate, the kind of which also appears in 

the Talmud and other rabbinic writings.  

CIRCUMSTANCES OF WRITING 

Author: The Gospel does not identify who the author is. However, the title that ascribes this 

Gospel to Matthew (Levi) appears in the earliest manuscripts and is possibly original. Titles 

became necessary to distinguish one Gospel from another when the four Gospels began to 

circulate as a single collection. Many early Church fathers (Papias, Irenaeus, Pantaenus, and 
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Origen) acknowledged Matthew as the author. Papias also contended that Matthew first wrote in 

Hebrew, implying that this gospel was later translated into Greek.  

Who was Matthew (Levi): Matthew was a Jewish publican, or Tax Collector, whom Jesus called 

as one of His Apostles (Matthew 10:3). As a Tax Collector, or publican, Matthew bought or 

farmed the taxes under the Roman government. He may also have collected the money as a 

portitore. Given his vocation, he was not favorable to those First Century Jews, and may very 

well have been excommunicated from the faith because of such vocation. Since he resided in 

Galilee, he may have been in the service of Herod and not of Rome.  

Despite belonging to a despised class of individuals – Matthew is probably the one whom Luke 

refers to where Christ attended and ate with him and other tax gathers (Luke 5:29).  

Audience and Purpose: The Gospel of Matthew is primarily written to the Jews and is 

confirmed with about sixty references to the Jewish prophecies and about forty quotations from 

the Old Testament.  

Matthew lays out Christ’s mission and purpose to the Jews – this is emphasized in Matthew 

10:5-6 and 15:24 – as the promised Kingly Messiah of Jewish Prophecy.  

STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

I. Arrival of the King-Priest Messiah 

a. Birth, infancy, and early years of Jesus Christ (1:1-3:12) 

i. Genealogy (1:1-17) 

ii. Birth narratives (1:18-2:18) 

iii. Settlement in Nazareth (2:19-23) 

II. Beginnings of Jesus Ministry in Galilee (3:1-4:25) 

a. Ministry of John the Baptist (3:1-12) 

b. Baptism of Jesus (3:13-17) 

c. Temptation of Jesus (4:1-11) 

d. Summary of Galilean ministry (4:12-25) 

III. Discourse One: The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5 – 7) 

a. The Beatitudes (5:1-16) 

b. Character of Kingdom Righteousness (6:1-7:12) 

c. Choice of the Kingdom (7:13-27) 

d. Manner of Jesus Teaching (7:28-29) 

IV. Jesus’ First Miracles (8:1-9:33) 

a. A series of miracles (8:1-9:3) 

b. The Kingdom and the Odd order (9:9-17) 

c. More miracles (9:18-38) 

V. Discourse Two: Ministry of Jesus’ Disciples (10:1-42) 

a. The preachers and their mission (10:1-15) 

b. The response to be expected (10:16-42) 

VI. Responses to Jesus Ministry (11:1-12:50) 



 

 

3 

Analysis of the Gospel of Matthew and Luke 2023 

a. The Kingdom and John the Baptist (11:1-15) 

b. Challenge to the present generation (11:16-30) 

c. Opposition to the Kingdom (12:1-45) 

d. Fellowship in the kingdom (12:46-50) 

VII. Discourse Three: Parables about the Kingdom 

a. Parable of the Sower (13:1-9) 

b. The parable method explained (13:10-23) 

c. Other parables (13:24-52) 

d. Response to Jesus’ Parables (13:53-58) 

VIII. Close of Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (14:1-17:27) 

a. Crisis of Opposition (14:1-15:20) 

b. Withdrawal to the North (15:21-39) 

c. Further conflict (16:1-12) 

d. Crisis of Faith (16:13-20) 

e. Preparation of Jesus disciples for His death (16:21-17:27) 

IX. Discourse Four: Character of Jesus’ Disciples (18:1-35) 

a. Humility (18:1-20) 

b. Forgiveness (18:21-35) 

X. Jesus’ Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem (19:1-20:34) 

a. Teachings on the way to Jerusalem (19:1-20:28) 

b. Healing at Jericho (20:29-34) 

XI. Jesus Ministry at Jerusalem (21:1-23:29) 

a. Events in Jerusalem (21:1-22) 

b. Controversy with the Jews (21:23-22:46) 

c. Denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees (23:1-39) 

XII. Discourse Five: Olivet Discourse (24:1-25:16) 

a. Prophecy of the coming of the Kingdom (24:1-36) 

b. Exhortations to readiness (24:37-25:30) 

c. Judgment of the Nations (25:31-46) 

XIII. Betrayal, Crucifixion, and Burial (26:1-27:66) 

a. The plot to betray Jesus (26:1-16) 

b. The Last Supper (26:17-30) 

c. Events in Gethsemane (26:31-56) 

d. The trials (26:57-27:26) 

e. Crucifixion and Burial (27:27-66) 

XIV. Resurrection and Commission (28:1-20) 

a. Women and the angel at the tomb (28:1-10) 

b. False witness of the guards (28:11-15) 

c. Jesus Great Commission (28:16-20) 

Key Words: One of the prominent key words found in the Gospel of Matthew is that regarding 

prophetic fulfillment as it pertains to the Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah. 

Along with prophetic fulfillment, Kingdom appears fifty times, and kingdom of heaven 

appearing approximately thirty times with Jesus as King.  
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Distinctive Features of Matthews Gospel:  

(1) Complete Genealogy of Christ, 1:1-17 

(2) Incidents and discourses found only in this Gospel: 

a. Chapter 2 –  

i. Visitation of the Magi, 2:1 

ii. The flight into Egypt, 2:13-14 

iii. The slaughter of the innocents, 2:16 

iv. The return to Nazareth, 2:19-23 

b. Chapter 3 –  

i. The coming of the Pharisees and Sadducees to John the Baptist, 3:7 

c. Chapter 5-7 –  

i. The Sermon on the Mount (complete) 

d. Chapter 11 –  

i. “Come unto Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden”, 11:28 

e. Chapter 14 –  

i. Peter walking on water, 14:28-31 

f. Chapter 23 –  

i. The denunciation of the Pharisees, as an extended discourse 

g. Chapter 26 –  

i. The thirty pieces of silver, 27:3-10 

h. Chapter 27 –  

i. The return of the thirty pieces of silver, 27:3-10 

ii. The dream of Pilates wife, 27:19 

iii. The appearance of the Resurrected Saints, 27:52 

iv. The guard at the grave, 27:64-68 

i. Chapter 28 –  

i. The bribing of the soldiers, 28:12-13 

ii. The earthquake, 28:2 

iii. The Great Commission, 28:19-20 

(3) Miracles found only in Matthew 

a. Chapter 9 –  

i. Two blind men healed 9:28-30 

b. Chapter 17 –  

i. The tribute money, 17:24-27 

(4) Parables found only in Matthew 

a. Chapter 13 –  

i. The tares, 13:24 

ii. The hidden treasure, 13:44 

iii. The goodly pearl, 13:45 

iv. The draw-net, 13:47 

b. Chapter 18 

i. The unmerciful Servant, 18:23 

c. Chapter 20 – 

i. The laborers in the vineyard, 20:1-16 

d. Chapter 21 –  
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i. The two sons, 21:28-32 

e. Chapter 22 -   

i. The Marriage of the King’s son, 21:1-14 

f. Chapter 23 –  

i. The Ten virgins, 25:1-13 

ii. The talents, 25:14-30 

iii. The sheep and the Goats, 25:31-46 

Analysis – The King: The Story of the Kingly Messiah: Matthew presents his gospel of a 

Kingly Messiah through Jesus Christ as fulfillment of Jewish Prophecies. This is due to how 

Matthew places great stress upon the King and His kingdom. Messiah being a royal title as it 

reflects Jesus Christ’s royal and messianic status.  

Christ also provided regulations on Church administration and governance (Matthew 18). Of 

paramount importance are: 

 Need for conversion (18:1-5) 

 Removing harmful elements from the members lives and thus from the Church, (18:12-

14) 

 Resolving and mediating conflicts among fellow saints (18:15-17) 

 Genuine forgiveness needed within the Church, (18:21-35) 

 Grounds for potential disfellowship/excommunication from the Faith (18:17) 

And his work appears to be the only Gospel utilizing the Greek ekklesia and therefore may also 

be referred to as the Gospel of the Church. The foundation of this community of believers is 

based on the divine revelation of who Jesus Christ is (per Peter’s confession in Caesarea Philippi 

– Matthew 16:13-19).  
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 

 

Author and time of Writing: The longest book contained in the New Testament canon - Luke’s 

Gospel appears to have been written within the time frame of 60’s CE, after the Savior’s death. 

Its premise appears to be a reassurance to a socially significant Hebrew High Priest. His Gospel, 

and Acts of the Apostles, appears to be addressed to Theophilos. And in general – appears to be 

written specifically to both Jews and Gentiles alike as a testimony of Jesus Christ.  

There are scholarly disputes as to whether or not Luke was a Gentile (non-Jewish) physician or 

he was more than likely a Jew, or possibly a Gentile convert to the Jewish faith. Despite this 

disagreement, it is agreed that Luke most likely traveled with the Apostle Paul and provided a 

first-hand account of the Gospel, and subsequently the Acts of the Apostles. Regarding his 

gospel account, one finds how Luke displayed detailed understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures, 

as well as expressing an understanding of God-fearers (Gentiles who attended synagogues and 

lived lives informed by Judaism, but did not convert).  

By addressing Theophilos, and Jews and Gentiles collectively, Luke appears to record those 

eyewitness accounts, the things he has learned, regarding God’s plan to include Gentiles, 

concerning the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ.  

CIRCUMSTANCES OF WRITING 

Luke’s major concern in this Gospel is to present Jesus Christ (Yeshua) in the kingdom of God 

as fulfilling His promises. In the ancient world, it was not what was new that was important in 

religion, but what was tested by time. Luke makes an argument that although Jesus’ movement 

seemed new, it actually fulfilled promises God made to Abraham. Luke does this by highlighting 

the continuity between those ancient promises of the Hebrew Scriptures and what took place 

through Jesus ministry.  

His gospel message does not concern itself with legal matters that one finds in Matthew or John. 

However, Luke appears to present the opposition Jesus faced from certain Pharisees and other 

key Jewish leaders in greater detail. Luke also appears to reflect how Christ urged those who 

opposed Him and his ministry to take note of how the Father was working through Him.  

Understanding this: the Gospel of Luke is a carefully researched (1:3), selective presentation of 

the person and life of Jesus Christ, designated to strengthen the faith of believers, (1:3-4) and to 

challenge the misconceptions of unbelievers; specifically, those of a Greek background. This 

gospel does so by portraying Christ’s divinity and perfect humanity in a well-balanced manner.  

STRUCTURE AND OUTLINE 

I. Preparation for the Ministry of Jesus (1:1-4:13) 

a. Formal Prologue (1:1-4) 

b. Births of John the Baptist and Jesus (1:5-2:20) 
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c. Childhood and early adulthood of Jesus (1:3-2:20) 

d. Ministry of John the Baptist (3:1-22) 

e. Genealogy of Jesus (3:23-28) 

f. Testing of Jesus by the Devil (4:1-13) 

II. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:14-9:50) 

a. Early preaching in Galilee (4:14-44) 

b. Calling of disciples, then apostles (5:1-6:16) 

c. The Sermon on the Plain (6:17-49) 

d. Faith issues; the sending out of the Twelve (7:1-9:17) 

e. Peter’s confession and the transfiguration (9:18-50) 

III. Jesus’ Ministry in Judaea and Perea (9:51-19:44) 

a. Setting out toward Jerusalem (9:51-13:21) 

b. Continuing toward Jerusalem (13:22-18:30) 

c. Final approach to Jerusalem (18:31-19:44) 

IV. Climax of Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (19:45-24:53) 

a. Controversies and teaching (19:45-21:4) 

b. Prediction of the Temple’s destruction (21:5-38) 

c. Events of Jesus’ final Passover (22:1-46) 

d. Betrayal, arrest, and trials of Jesus (22:47-23:25) 

e. Crucifixion and Burial (23:36-56) 

f. Resurrection, Great Commission, and ascension (24:1-53) 

Distinctive Features: 

(1) It is a Gospel of the universal grace of God, 2:32; 3:6, 24:47 

(2) It is the Gospel of the “Son of Man” and emphasizes Christ’s sympathetic attitude toward 

the poor, the lowly, and the outcasts: 

a. The poor disciples, 6:20 

b. Sinful women, 7:37 

c. Mary Magdalene, 8:2 

d. The Samaritans, 10:33 

e. Tax Collectors (Publicans) and sinners, 15:1 

f. Deserted Beggar, 16:20-21 

g. The Lepers, 17:12 

h. The dying thief, 23:43 

(3) It is a devotional Gospel – especially emphasizing prayer: 

a. It contains three parables on prayer not found in the other Gospels 

i. Friend at Midnight, 11:5-8 

ii. Unjust Judge, 18:1-8 

iii. The Pharisee and the Publican, 18:9-14 

b. It contains Christ’s personal prayers 

i. At his Baptism, 3:21 

ii. In the Wilderness, 5:16 

iii. Before choosing the disciples, 6:12 

iv. At the transfiguration, 9:29 

v. Before giving the Lord’s prayer, 11:1 
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vi. For Peter, 22:32 

vii. In the Garden of Gethsemane, 22:44 

viii. On the Cross, 23:46 

(4) Early chapters of Luke’s Gospel touches on Joy and Praise 

a. Ava Maria – one of the great Christian hymns is derived from this Gospel, 1:28-

33 

b. The Magnificant, 1:46-55 

c. The Benedictus of Zacharias, 1:68-79 

d. The Gloria in Excesis, 2:13-14 

e. The Nunc Dimittis 2:29-32 

(5) Honors Womanhood as they appear prominently in Luke’s Gospel 

a. Mary and Elisabeth, Chapter 1 

b. Mary and her sister Martha in Chapter 10 

c. The daughters of Jerusalem, 23:27 

d. Several widows are mentioned, 2:37; 4:26; 7:12; 18:3; 21:2 

(6) Contains detailed information of Christ’s biography, important utterances, and striking 

incidents that are not contained in the other three gospels 

a. The great quantity of fish, 5:6 

b. Raising of the widow’s son, 7:11-15 

c. The Ten Lepers, 12:12 

d. The slave of the High Priest, 22:51 

e. Christ weeping over Jerusalem, 19:41 

f. Reference to the conversation of Moses and Elijah on the Mount of 

Transfiguration, 9:30-31 

g. Sweat like drops of blood, 22:44 

h. Christ before Herod, 23:8 

i. The penitent thief on the cross, 23:40 

j. The walk to Emmaus, 24:13-31 

(7) Parables of Christ only in Luke’s Gospel 

a. The two debtors, 7 

b. The Good Shepherd, 10 

c. The Good Samaritan, 11 

d. The rich fool, the wise steward, and the Wedding feast, 12 

e. The Barren Fig Tree, 13 

f. The Great Supper, 14 

g. Pieces of Money and the Prodigal Son, 15 

h. The rich man and Lazarus and the Unjust Steward, 16 

i. The Unprofitable Servant, 17 

j. Pharisee and Tax Gatherer and the Unjust Judge, 18 

k. Pounds of Money, 19 

Analysis: Luke’s gospel gives a connected and orderly narrative of the life of Christ as seen by 

eyewitnesses and reflects the title of Christ as the “Son of Man”.  


